
SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS) cheat sheet

Menu activation
Alt Move to the SQL Server 

Management Studio menu bar

Shift + F10 Display the context menu

Ctrl + N Display the New File dialog box 
to create a file

Ctrl + O Display the Open File dialog box 
to open an existing file

Ctrl + Shift + G Display the Open File dialog box 
to open an existing file

Windows management
Esc Close a menu or dialog box, 

cancels an operation in 
progress, or focuses on the 
current document window

Ctrl + F6 Cycle through the next MDI child 
windows

F6 Move to the next pane of a split 
pane view of a single document

Shift + Alt + F6 Move to the previously selected 
window

Shift + F6 (in the Database Engine Query 
Editor) Move to the next pane of 
a split pane view of a single 
document

Ctrl + O Opens a new query editor 
window

F8 Display Object Explorer

Ctrl + Alt + T Display Template Explorer

Ctrl + \ then Ctrl + T: Display the Task 
List window

Shift + Alt + F10 Display a smart tag menu of 
common commands for Web 
server controls in the HTML 
designer

Text selection
Ctrl + Shift + 
Home

Select text from the cursor to the 
beginning of the document

Ctrl + Shift + End Select text from the cursor to the 
end of the document

Code editor
Ctrl + Z Reverse the last editing action

Text manipulation in code editor
Ctrl + K then Ctrl + 
F

Correctly indents the selected 
lines of code based on the 
surrounding lines of code

Transact-SQL debugger
Alt + Num Lock Show next statement
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More information: defkey.com/sql-server-
management-studio-shortcuts?filter=basic
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